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Nas J percepue , to 
here of greatte and 


8 weightie mattiers: 
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ye be conie togyther, to intreate of 
thynges that mooſte apperteyne to 
the common welthe . This bepnge 
thus, ye loke, Jam aſſured, to here 
of me, whycheam commaunded to 
make as a pꝛeface this erhoztation 
(albeit J am vnlerned and vnwozs 


thy) ſuche thynges as ſhalbe moch 


mete fo: this your aſſemble. J ther⸗ 
foze not onely verve deſpꝛous, to o⸗ 
bey the comaundement of our pꝛy- 
mate, but alſo righte greatly coue⸗ 
tynge, to ſerue and ſatisfie al your 
expectation, lo, bzefely c as playn 
as I can, woll ſpeake of matticrs, 

A. ii. bothe 


Luc. 19. 


The Sermon of 
bothe woꝛthye to be harde in your 
congregation, and alſo of ſuche as 
beſte ſhal become myn office in this 
place. That J may do this p̊ moze 
commodiouſly, J haue taken, that 
notable Sentence, in whiche oure 
loꝛde was not afrayde to pꝛonoũce, 
The chylderne of this wozlde to be 
moche moꝛe pꝛudent and polytike, 
than the chyldꝛen of lyghte in theyz 
encration. Neyther J wyll be a⸗ 
ayde, truſtynge that he wyll ayde 
and guyde me, to ble this ſentence, 
as a grounde and foundation of al 
ſuche thynges, as hereafter J ſhall 
ſpeake of, 
¶ Nowe J ſuppoſe, that you ſee 
ryght well, being men of ſuche ler- 


nynge, koꝛ what pourpoſe thelozde 


ſayd this, and that ye haue no nede 
to be holpen with any parte of my 


| 


| 
; 


| 


labour in this thynge, But yet, yf 


ve 


2 


byſſhop Latimer. 
pe wyll pardone me, wylle wade 
ſomwhatdeper in this mattier, and 


as nyghe as J can, fetche it frome 


the kirſte oꝛiginall begynnyng. Foz 
bndoubtedlye ye maye moche mer- 


uaple at this ſaying, if ye well pon⸗ 


der bothe what is layde and who 
ſaythe it. Define me fy2ſt theſe the 
thynges, what pzudence is, what 
the woalde, what lyght, and who be 
the chyldzen of the wozlde, who of 
thelyght, ſee what they ſpgnifie in 
ſcripture, I meruaple, if by and by 
yealagre, that the chyldzen of the 


wozlde, ſhoulde be wyler, than the 


chylderne of the lyghte. To come 
ſome what nygher the matter, thus 
the loꝛde begynneth. 


¶ There was a certayn rych man, , 
that had a ſte warde which was ac- , 
cuſed vnto hym that he had diſſy⸗ 
pated and waſted his goodis.This , 
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The Sermon of 
ryche manne called his ſtewarde to 
hym. and layde, vohat is this, that 
IJ here of the: Come, make me an 
accompt of thy ſtewardſhyp. Thou 
mapſt no longer beare this oſtyce. 

¶ B2othern, bycaule theſe woꝛdis 
are ſo ſpoken in parabole,and ar ſo 
wꝛapped in wꝛinkels, that pet they 
ſeme to haue a face aud ſymilitude 
of a thynge done in dede, and lyke 
an hyſtozie, I thinke it moch p:oft- 
table, to tarye ſomewhat in theym. 
And thoughe we maye perchaunce 
kind in our hartes, to beleue al that 
is there ſpoken to be trewe, pet J 
doubte, whether we may abyde it, 
that theſe woꝛdes of Chꝛiſte do per⸗ 
tepne vnto vs, and admonylſhe vs 
of our duetie, whiche doo and lyue 
after ſuche ſoꝛte, as though Chziſt, 
whan he ſpake any thynge, had as 
the tyme ſerued hym , lerued his 
turne 
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tourne and not regarded the tyme 
that came after hym, neyther pꝛo⸗ 
uyded foz vs, oꝛ any mattiers of 
ours, as ſome of the philoſophers 
thought, which ſayd, that god wal⸗ 
keth vp and downe in heuen, and 
thinketh neuer a deale of our affat- 
res. But my good bzetherne, erre 
not you ſo, ſtycke not you to ſuche 
pour imagynations. Foz if ye in⸗ 
wardly beholde theſe wozdes, if ye 
diligently rolle them in your mpn- 
des, and after explycate and open 
theym, ye ſhall ſee our tyme moche 
touched in thele miſteries. Ye ſhall 
perceyue that god, by this example 
ſhaketh vs by the noſes, and pul- 
lethe vs by the eares . Ye ſhall per- 
ceyue very playne, that god letteth 
befozeoure eies in this lymilitude, 
what we ought mooſte to flee, and 
what we oughte ſooneſt to folowe. 

I.tttt, Foz 


The Sermon of 
Foꝛ Luke ſaythe, the Loꝛde ſpake 
theſe woꝛdis to his diſciples. wher⸗ 
fo:e let it be out of al doute, that he 
ſpake thc to vs, which euen as we 
woll be compted the lucceſſours & 
vycars of Chaiſtis diſciples, ſo we 
be, if we be good diſpenſers, c doo 
our duitie. He layde thele thynges, 
partly to vs, which ſpake the part- 
ly of hym ſelfe. Fo2 he is that riche 
man, which not only had, but hath, 
and ſhall haue euermoꝛe, J lay not 
one, but many ſtewardes, euen to 
thende of the wozlde, 

¶ He is man, ſeing that he is god 
and man. He is ryche, not onely in 
mercv, but in all kynde of rycheſle, 
Foꝛ it is he, that giueth vs al thin- 
ges abundantly. It is he, of whole 
hande, we receyued both our lyues, 
and other thinges neceſ[arte foꝛ the 
conſeruation of the ſame , What 
man 
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man hath any thynge J pꝛaye you, 
but he hath receiued it of his plen⸗ 
tvfulnes: To be ſhoꝛt, it is he, that 
openeth his hande, and fylleth all 
beaſtis with his bleſſynge, and not 
onely gyueth vnto vs, in moſt am- 
ple wple his benediction. Nepther 
hig treaſnre canne beſpente, howe 
moche ſo euer he laſſhe oute, howe 
moche ſo euer we take of hym, his 
treaſure tarieth ſtyl, euer taken, ne- 
uer ſpente. | 
¶ Heis alſo the good man of the 
howſe. The churche is his howſe- 
holde, whiche ought with all dily- 
gence,to be fedde with his wo:de # 
his facramctes. Thele be his goo- 
des, molk pꝛecious, the diſpenlati⸗ 
on and adminiliration wherof, he 
wolde byſhops and curates ſhulde 
haue. Whiche thynge S. Paule 
affirmeth ſapinge, 2 =y eſteme 

8 v. vs 
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bs, as the miniſters of Chꝛiſt, and 
diſpenſours of goddis miſteries. 

But J pꝛap you what is to be lokid 
fo: in a diſpenſoure : This ſurely, 
that he be kounde faithkul, and that 
he truely diſpenſe and laye out the 
goodes of the lozde, that he gyue 
meate in tyme, gyue it J ſape, and 
not ſelle it: meate J laye, and not 
poyſon. This dothe intoricate and 
llee the eater, that fedeth and nou⸗ 
ryſhcth him. Finally, lette him not 
ſlacke and diſterre the doing of his 
office, but lette hym doo his duetie 
whan tyme is, and nede requirethe 
it. This is alſo to be loked foꝛ, that 
he be one, whome god hath called, 
and put in office, and not one that 
cometh vncalde, vnlent foꝛ not one 
that of hym ſelfe pꝛeſumeth to take 
honour bppon hym. What is to be 
loked fo: ; Surelp, ik all this 5. 


byſſhop Latimer. 
I ap, be required in a good mynt- 
ſter, it is moche lyghter to requy2e 
them all in euery one, than to kynde 
one any where, that hath theym al. 
ho is a trewe and a faithfull ſte⸗ 


warde: He is true, he is fapthefull, wanne 


that coyneth noo newe money, but 
taketh it redy coyned of the good 
man of the houſe, and neither chan 
geth it, ne clyppeth it, after it is ta⸗ 
ken to hym to ſpende, but ſpendeth 
euen the ſelfe ſame, that he had of 
his loꝛd, and ſpendeth it as his loꝛ⸗ 
des commaundement is neyther to 
his owne auauntage vtterynge it. 
no: as the lewde ſeruant dydde, hy⸗ 
dynge it in the grounde. 

¶ Bꝛothern, if a faythful ſtewarde 
ought to do, as J haue lapd, I pꝛay 
vou ponder and examyn this well, 
whether our byſſhoppes and abba- 
tes, pꝛelates and curates, haue ben 


hither⸗ 
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| The Sermon of 
hytherto faythfull ſtewardes oz no: 
Yonder, whether yet many of them 
be, as they ſhulde be oz no. Goo pe 
to, tel me nowe as pour conſcience 
leadeth vou (J wolle lette paſſe to 
ſpeake of many other) was there 
not ſome, that dyſpyſpnge the mo⸗ 
ney of the loꝛde, as copꝛe, and not 
currante, eyther coyned newe them 
ſelfes, ozels vtterde abꝛode newelp 
coyned of other, ſome tyme eyther 
adulteratynge the wozde of god, oz 
els mynglinge it (as tauerners do, 
whyche bꝛewe and vtter the euylle 
and good bothe in a potte) ſomtime 
in the ſtede of goddis wozde, blo⸗ 
wynge out the dꝛeames of menne: 
While they thus pꝛeched to the peo 
ple, the redemption that cometh by 
Chꝛiſtis dethe to ſerue onely them 
that died befoꝛe his commyng,that 
were in the tyme of the olde teſta- 
ment 


byſſhop Latimer. 
ment. and that nowe ſens redemp⸗ 
cyon, and koꝛgyueneſſe of ſynnes 
pourchaſed by money, and deuyſed 
of men, is of efficacye, and not re⸗ 
demption purchaſed by Chaſte, 
They haue a wonderkulle pꝛety ex- 
ample, to perſwade this thynge, of 
a certayne maried woman, whiche 
whan her huſbande was in purga⸗ 
tom, in that fy2y foꝛnays, that hath 
burned away ſo many of our pens, 
paide her huſbandes ranſome, and 
ſo ot duetie claimed hym to be ſette 
at lybertie: vohyle they thus pꝛea⸗ 
ched to the people that deade ima⸗ 
ges (which at the fiꝛſt, as J thinke, 
were ſet vp onely, to repꝛeſct thiges 
abſent)not onely ought to be coue⸗ 
red with golde but alſo ought ot al 
faythful d chꝛiſtẽ people, vea in this 
ſcarſenes and penurye of all thyn⸗ 
ges, to be cladde with ſylke garmẽ⸗ 
tes 
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tis, « thoſe allo ladẽ with pzecious 
gemmes t iewels, And that belyde 
all this, they are to be lyghted with 
ware candelles, bothe within the 
churche and withoute the churche, 
pea at noone dayes, as who ſhulde 
ſay, here no coſte can be to greatte, 
where as in the meane tyme, we lee 
Chꝛiſtis faitheful and lyuely yma- 
ges, bought with no leſſe pꝛice, thã 
with his moſt pꝛecious bloud, alas 
alas, to be an hungred, a thurſte,a- 
colde, and to lye in darkenes wzap⸗ 
ped in all wzetchedneſſe, yea to lye 
there, vntyll dethe take away they; 
miſeries: While they pꝛeched theſe 
wylwozkes, that comme but of our 
owne devotion, althoughe they be 
not ſo neceſſarpe, as the wozkes of 
mercy, and the pꝛeceptes of god, yet 
they ſayd, # in the pulpet, that wil- 
wozkes were mozepaincipall, wage 
excel- 
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excellent, (playnly to vtter what 
they meane)moze acceptable to god 
than woꝛkes of mercy : asthoughe 
now mans inuctions and fanlies, 
coude pleſe god better than goddis 
pꝛeceptis, oꝛ ſtraunge thinges bets 
ter than his owne: while they thus 
pꝛeached, that moꝛe fruite,moze de- 
uotion cometh of the beholdyng ok 
an image, though it be but a Pater 
noſter whple, than is gotten by re- 
dynge and contemplation in ſcrip- 
ture, though ye rede and contem⸗ 
plate therin ſeuen yeres ſpace: 
Finally, whyle they pꝛeached thus, 
ſowles tourmented in purgatozie, 
to haue mooſte nede of oure helpe, 
and that they canne haue noo ayde, 
but of vs in this wozld , of the whi⸗ 
che two, ik the one be not falſe, pet 
at the leaſt it is ambiguous, vncer⸗ 
cettayne, doubtefull, and therfoze 
raſhe- 


The Sermon of 
raſhly & arrogantly with ſuch bold 
nes affirmed in the audicce of peo; 
ple, Thother by all mens opintons 
ts manifeſtly falſe. I lette paſſe to 
ſpeake of moche other luche lyke 
countrefayte doctrine, whiche hath 
ben blaſted and blowen out by ſom 
fo: the ſpace of iti, houres togither. 
Be thele the chzyſtian and dyupne 
miſteries, and not rather the dꝛea⸗ 
mes of men! Be thele the faithful 
diſpenſers of goddis miſteries and 
nat rather fals diſſipatours ofthe? 
whom god neuer put in office, but 
rather the dyuell ſette them ouer a 
myſerable familie, ouer an howſe 
myſerably oꝛdꝛed and intreated. 


more bap Yappy were the people, ik ſuch pꝛe⸗ 


ched ſeldome. And yet it is a won⸗ 
der to ſee thele, in their generation, 
to be moch moꝛe pꝛudent and poly⸗ 
tike, than the faithfull miniſters ar 
in 
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in their generation, whyle they go 
about moze pꝛudently to ſtablyſſhe 
mennes dꝛeames, than theſe do, to 
holde dppe Goddis commaunde⸗ 
mentes. 

¶ Thus it commeth to paſſe, that 
wozkes lucratiue, wylwozkes, mes 
fanſies reigne, and ch:iſtian woz- 
kes, neceſſarye wozkes, fruitefulle 
woꝛkes, be troden vnder the foote, 
Thus the euyll, ts moche better ſet 
out by euyll men, than is the good, 
by good men: bycauſe the euylle be 
moze wiſe, than be the good in their 
generation. 

C Theſe be the falſe Stewardes, 


whomal good and faythefull men 
euery day accuſe vnto the rych ma⸗ 
ſter of the houſeholde, not without 
great heuyneſſe, that they waſt his 
goodes, whom he allo one day wol 
call to hym,and ſaye to any ye 
p 
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dyd to his ſtewarde, whan he lapd, 
What is this, that J here of the? 

C Here God partely wondereth at 
our ingratitude and perkidie, part⸗ 
ly chydeth vs koꝛ them, and beinge 
bothe full of wonder, and redy to 
chyde, areth vs, what is this, that 
J here of yoteAs though he ſhulde 
ſaye vnto vs, All good men in all 
places, complapne of you, accuſe 
your auarice, your eractions, your 
tyꝛũny. They haue required in you 
a longe ſeaſon, and pet require dili⸗ 
gence and ſynceritie. J commaun⸗ 
ded you, that with all induſtrie and 
labour, ye ſhulde fede my ſhepe: ye 
erneſtly fede your ſelfes, from dape 
to daye, wallowpnge in delptes and 
ydelineſſe. J commaunded you, to 
teache my commaundementes and 
not your fanſies, and that ye ſhulde 
ſeke my gloꝛy and my vantage: you 
teache 
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teche pour own tradittss ; and ſetze 
your owne glozie and pꝛokite. You 
pꝛeache very ſeldome, and whanye 
do pꝛeche, ve do nothynge but cum⸗ 
ber them that pꝛeache truly, as mo⸗ 
che as lieth in you, that it were mo⸗ 
che better, ſuche not to pꝛeache at 
all, than ſo perniciouſ ly to pꝛeache. 
Oh, what J here of you? You that 
ought tobe my pꝛeachers, what os 
ther thynge do pou, than apply all 
pour ſtudy hyther, to bzynge all my 
pꝛechers to enuy, ſhame, contempt, 
yea moze than this, yepulle theym 
into perylles, into pꝛiſons, and as 
moche as in you lyethe, to cruelle 
deathes. To be ſhozte, J wold, that 
chꝛiſten people ſhulde here my doc- 
trine, and at their commoditie,rede 
it alſo, as many as wold: out care 
is not, that al mẽ may here it, but al 
pour care is, that no lay ma do rede 

, B. ii. it. 
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it. Surely being afrayde, leſt they, 
by theredynge, ſhulde vnderſtande 
it. and vnderſtandyng, lerne to re- 
buke our ſlouthekulneſſe. This is 
pour generation, this is youre dil- 
enſation. This is your wiledome, 
n this generation, in this diſpen- 
fation, you be moſt politike, mooſte 
wyttye. Theſe be the thynges that 
82805 of your demeanout. J wyl- 
ed to here better repozte of you, 
Haue ye thus decepued me-02 haue 
ye rather deceyued pour ſelues: 
where J had but one houſe that is 
to ſay, the church, and this ſo dere⸗ 
ly beloued of me, that fo2 the loue 
of her, J putte my ſelfe fozth to be 
ſlayne, and to ſhede my bloud: this 
Churche at my departure, J com⸗ 
mitted vnto pour ende to be fed, 
to be nouriſhed, and to be made mo⸗ 
che of, My pleaſure was, ye ſhulde 
occupie 
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occtipye my place, my deſpre was, | 
pe ſhoulde haue bone lyke loue to 
this churche, lyke fatherly alfecti- 
on, as J dyd. I made you my vy⸗ | 
cars, pe in mattiers of moſt impoz- [ 
taunce. Fozthus J taughte open⸗ Tac. 10. 
ly, He that ſhulde here you , ſhulde 

here me: He that ſhuld deſpile pou, 

ſhuld deſpiſe me. | | 
¶ I gaue you alſo keyes, not erth- Matt. is. 

ly keyes, but heuenly. J let my go- | 
des, that J haue euermoze moolte 
htghely eſtemed, that is, my wozde 
and ſacramentes, to be diſpenſed of 
pou. Thele benefites, J gaue you, 
and do you giue me thele thankes? 
Can ye fpnde in your hartes, thus 
to abuſe my goodnes, my benigni⸗ 
tie, my gentylneſſe ! aue ye thus 
decepued me! Noo no, ve haue not 
deceyued me, but your ſelues. My | 
gyftes and benefites towarde you, | 
| B. ili. (hall 
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ſhall be to your greatter dampna⸗ 
tion. Bytauſe pe haue contempned 
the lenitte and clemency of the ma⸗ 
ſter of the howſe,ye haue right wel 
deſerted, to abyde the rygour ⁊ ſe⸗ 
ueritie of the Judge. Come fo:the 
than, lette vs ſee acrompte of your 
ſteward(hip.Fn hoꝛrible and feare⸗ 
full ſentence, yemayehaue nolon- 
ger my goodes in your handes. A 
voyce to wepe at, and to make men 
tremble. 
¶ You ſe bꝛothern, vou ſe, to what 
eupll, the euyl ſtewardes muſt come 
to. our labour is payd fo, if ye can 
ſo take hede, that no ſuche lentence 
be ſpoken to you. Nay, we muſt all 
takehede.leſt thele thꝛetninges one 
day take place in vs. 
¶ But leſte the lengthe of my ſer- 
mon offende you to ſooze, J wylle 
leaue the teſte of the Parabole, and 
take 
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ok it, that is, J woll declare you, N 
hoe the chyldzen of this wozlde be | 
moze witty crafty and fubtyle, than Luc. o. 
are the childꝛen of the lyght in their | 
generation. whiche ſentence, wold 
god it lay in my pooze tongue to ex⸗ | 
plicate with ſuche lyght of wozdes, | 
that I myght ſeme rather to haue 1 
peynted it befoze your eyes, than to bu 
haue ſpoken it:and that you myght Al 
rather ſeine. to ſe the thynge, than 
to here it. But J confeſle plapnely, 
this thynge to be farre aboue mp 
power, Therkoze this beinge onely 
left to me, Þ wyſſhe fo: that J haue 
not, and am ſo2y.that that is not in 
me 'whiche Jwold fo gladly haue: 
That is, power ſo to handle the 
thynge; that N haue in hande, that 
all that J ſay, may turne to the glo⸗ 
rye of god, your ſowle helthe, and 
B.ilit, the 
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the edifienge of Chaiſtis bodye. 

Wherfoze I pꝛape vou all, to pzaye 
with me vnto god: and that in your 
peticion you delpze, that theſe two 
thynges, he vouchelafe to graunte 
vs, fyꝛſte, a mouth foz me to ſpeake 
ryghtly, nexte, eares fo2 pou, that in 
herynge ine, pe may take p2ofite at 
my hande.and that this maye come 
to effecte., you (hall deſire hym, vn⸗ 
to whom our maſter Chziſte badde 
we ſhoulde pꝛaye, lapinge euen the 
ſame pzayer, that he hym ſelfe dyd 
inſtitute, Peter noſter « Wherein ye 
ſhall pꝛap fo2 our mooſte graciouſe 
ſoueraygne loꝛde the kynge, chiefe 
and ſupzeme heed of the churche of 
Englande, vnder Chziſte, and foz 
the mooſte excellent, gracious, and 
vertuous lady Queene Jane, his 
mooſt laufull wyfe, and foz all his, 
whether they be of the clergy oz lai⸗ 
tie, 
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tie, whether they be of the nobilitie, | 
ozels other his gracis ſubiectis:not i || 
fo:gettyng thole, that being depar⸗ | 
ted out of this thꝛalſome lyte,nowe | 
ſlepe in the ſlepe of peace, and reſte 
frome their labours, in quietneſſe, | 
and in peaſpbleſlepe,faithfully, lo⸗ | 


uyngly, and paciently lokynge foz | 
that, that they clerely ſhall ſe, whan | 
god ſhal beſo pleaſed, Foz al thele, 1 
and fo: grace neceſſary, ye ſhal ſaye 
vnto god, gods pꝛayer, Pater noſter, 


Filii huius ſeculi. &c. 
Luc. 16. 

SCH HRISTE in this 

Fg (aying, touched the 

liouthe and ſluggy= 

LES SLY ſhenefle of his, and 
dxyd not allowe the 

— raude and ſubtilite | 
of other: neyther was glad, that it | 
B. b. was 
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was in dede as he had ſayd but e& 
plapned rather that it ſhulde be lo: 
as many men ſpeke many thinges, 
not that they oughte to be lo, but 
that they are wonte to be ſd. Napye, 
this greued Chꝛiſt, that the childzen 
of this woꝛlde, ſhuld be of moze pos 
lycie, than the chyldꝛen of lyghte, 
whiche thing yet was true in Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtis tyme, and nowe in our tyme is 
moſt true. Who is ſo blynde, but he 
ſeeth this clerely, ercepte perchance 
there be any, that can not diſcerne 
the chyldꝛen of the woꝛlde, from the 
chyldꝛen ol lyght / The chyldꝛen of 
the woꝛlde, conceyue and bzynge 
koꝛth moze pꝛudently, and thynges 
conceyued and bꝛought fo:th, they 
nouryſhe and conſerue with moche 
moꝛe polycie, than do the chyldꝛen 
of lyght. vohiche thynge is as ſo⸗ 

rowfull to be (apd, as 4 ab⸗ 
ucde 


| 
l 
75 
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ſurde to be herde. whan pe here the 
chyldꝛen of the wozlde, you vnder- 
ſtande the wozlde , as a father. Fo? 
the wozlde is father of many chil- 
dꝛen, not by firſt creation & wozke, 
but by tmitatio and loue. Be is not 
only afather, but alſo the ſonne of | 
an other father . It ye knowe ones | 
his father, by and by ye ſhall know _ 
his chyldꝛen. Fo he that hathe the | 
dyuelle to his father, muſte needes | 
haue dyuellyſhe chyldꝛen. The dy» Pence od | | 
uelle is not onely taken koꝛ father, de vent 
but alfo fo2 pꝛince of the woꝛld that 
is, of woꝛldly kolke. It is eyther all 
one thynge, oꝛ els not moche diffe- 
rent, to ſay, chyldꝛen of the wozlde, 
and childꝛen of the diuel accoꝛding 
to that, that Chꝛiſte ſayd to the Je⸗ joan. a 
wes; Le are of your father the dy- | 
uel: where as vndoutedly he ſpake | 
to childerne of this wozlde. Nowe | 

| ſeinge 


ok this wozlde, that are knowen to 
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ſeing the diuell is both authoz and 
ruler of the darkenes, in the which 
the chiiderne of this wozlde walke, 
oꝛ to ſay better, wander, they moz⸗ 
tally hate both thelyght, a allo the 
childzen of lyght. And hereof it co- 
meth, that the chyldzen of lyght ne⸗ 
uer,oz verpleldome, lacke perſecu⸗ 
tion in this wozlde, vnto which | 

chyldꝛen of the wozld,that is of the 
dyuell, bzingeth them. And there is 
no man, but he ſeeth, that thele vle 


moche moze policie in pzocurynge 


the hurte and damage of the good, 
than thoſe in defẽdyng them lelfes. 
¶ Therkoze bzothern, gather vou, 
the diſpoſition and ſtudy of the chil 
Dꝛẽ, by the diſpoſition and ſtudye or 


. thefathers. You knowe, this is a 
pꝛouerbe moch vled, In euyl crow. 


an euyll egge. Than, the chyldzen 
haue 
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haue ſo euyll a father, the wozlde, 
ſo euyll a grandefather, the dyuell, 
cannot choſe but be eupll . Durely 
the kyzſte heed of theyr aunceſter, 
was that deceytfull ſerpent the dy⸗ 
uell, a monſtermonſtrous aboue all 
monſters. I can not holly expꝛeſſe 
hym, I wote not what to call hym, 
but a certapne thynge, all together 
made of the hatrede of god, or mil; 


truſte in god, ok lpenges deceites, 
periuries, diſcoꝛdes, manſlaugh- 


ters, a to ſav, at one woꝛd a thinge, 
concrete, heaped vp, and made ot al 
kynde ok myſchiefe. But what the 
dyuell meane J. to go about to dil- 
criue particularly, the dyuels na- 
ture, whan no reaſon, no power of 
mans mynde, can compꝛehende it. 
This alonlp J can ſay groſſely and 
as iu a ſumme, of the whiche al we, 
dur hurte is the moze, haue experi⸗ 

ence 
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ence, the diuel to be a ſtynking ſen⸗ 
tine of all vices, a foule filthy cha⸗ 
nell of al myſcheues: and that this 
wozlde, his ſonne, euen a chylde 
mete to haue luche a parent, is not 
moͤche vnlyke his father. 

¶ Then this dyuelle beynge ſuche 
oue as canne neuer be vnlyke hym 
ſelfe, Lo of enupe, his welbeloued 
ſeminan, he begatte the woꝛlde, and 
after left it ity diſco2de at uoürs. 
Whiche woꝛlde after that it came 
to mans ſtate, had of many concu⸗ 
bines, many lounes. He was ſo fe- 
cunde a father, and had gotten ſoo 
many chyldzen of lady pꝛide, dame 


glattonp, mayſtres auarice, ladyg 


lechery, and ol dame lubtilitie: that 
nowe hard and ſcant ye map finde 
any coꝛner, any kynd of lyke, where 
manp of his chylderne be not. In 
. in coules, in cloyſters, in 
rothet- 
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rochettes, be they neuer ſo whyte, 
yea where ſhall ye nat fynde them? 
Howe be it, they that be ſecular and 
lay men, are not by and by chyldzen 
of the wozlde, ne they chylderne of 
lyght,that are called ſpirituall,and 
of the clergie. Noo noo, as ye may 
fpnde among the laitie,many chyl⸗ 
dꝛen ok light, ſo amonge the clergie 
(howe moche lo euer we arrogate 
theſe holy tytles vnto bs, c thynke 


them only attributed to bs, vos eſtis Matth. 5. 


lux mundi, peculium Chriſti. & c. Ye are 
the lyght of the wozlde, the choſen 


people of Chaiſte, a kyngely pꝛieſt⸗ 1. per. a. 


hode, an holy nation, and ſuche o⸗ 


as thep be called woꝛldly, ſo they ar 
woꝛldly 
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woꝛldely in dede, dꝛiuen heedlonge 
by woꝛldly deſires, in ſo moch that 
they maye ryght well ſeme to haue 
take as weile the maners, as the 
name of their father. In the clergy, 
the wozlde alſo hath lerned a waye, 
to make of men ſpirituall, wozlde- 
lynges yea and there alſo to foꝛme 
wozldly children, where with great 
pꝛetenſe of holynes; and crafty co- 
lour of religion, they vtterly deſire 


to hyde and clooke thenameof the 


woꝛlde, as though they were aſha- 
med of they: father, whiche do exe⸗ 


tate and betelte the wozlde (bepng 


neuer theleſſethey: father) in woꝛ⸗ 
bes and outewarde ſygnes, but in 
hart and wozke, they colle and kyſſe 
hym, and in all theyz lyues declare 
them ſelfes to be his babes: in ſoo 
moche that in all wozldly poyntes, 

they far paſſe and lurmount thoſe, 


that 
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that thep call ſeculars, lay men,men 
of the woꝛlde. The chylde ſo dilt- 


gently foloweth the ſteppes of his 
father, neuer deſtitute of the apde 
of his grandfather. Thele be our 
holy holy men, that ſay they ar deed 
to the woꝛlde, whan no men be moze 
Ipuely in woꝛldly thinges, thã ſome 
of them be. But let them be in pꝛo⸗ 
feſſion ⁊ name, moſte fartheſt from 
the wozld,moſt alienate from it yea 
ſo farre,that they may ſeme to haue 
no occupienge, no kynrede, no affi⸗ 
nitie, nothynge to do with it: yet in 
theyz lyfe t dedes, they ſhewe them 
ſelfe no baſtardes, but ryght begot⸗ 
ten chyldzen of the wozlde :as the 
whiche, the wozlde longe ſpthens, 
had by his dere wyfe, dan Pypocrt- 
ſie, and ſyns hath bzought them vp 
and multiplied them to moze than a 
good maynye, encreaſed theym, to 

C moche, 


| 
Dr 
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moche to moche, al be it they ſwere 


by al he ſayntes and ſhe ſayntes to, 
h it they knowe not they? father, 
mother, neyther the wozlde, no? 
Hy aocriſte, as in dede they can ſem- 
ble a diſſemble all thynges, whiche 
thinge they might lerne wonderfull 
well of they: parentes. I ſpeke not 
of all religious men, but of thole, 
that the wozlde hath faſt knytte at 

is gyꝛdell, euen in the myddes of 
their religion, that is, of many, and 
mo than many. Foz J feare leſte in 
all oꝛders of men the better, J muſt 
ſaye, the greatter parte of them, be 
out of oꝛder, and chylderne of the 
woꝛlde. Many of thele myght ſeme 
ingrate and vnkynde chyldꝛen that 
woll no better aknowledge, and re- 
cognyſe they; parentes in woꝛdes 
and outwarde pzetenſe, but abre- 
nounce and caſt them of,as though 


they 
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they hated them as doggis and ſets | 
pentes. Howe be hit they, in this | 
wile,are molt gratetull co their paz 
rentes, bycaule they be moſte lyke | 
them, ſo lyuely repꝛeſentyng theym 
in tountenaunce, and condytions, 
that their parentes ſeme in them to li 
be yonge ageyne, foz as moche as | 
they euer ſay one, and thynke an o⸗ | 
ther. They ſhew them ſelfe to be as | 
lobe, as temperate, as Curius the | 
Komaine was, and liue euery day, | 
as though al their like were a ſhzo- 
uynge tyme. They be lyke their pa- 
rentes, I laye.in as moche as they 
in folowynge them leme and make 
men beleue, they hate them. Thus 
grandkather dyuell, father wozlde, 
dt mother hypocriſie haue bzoughte 
them vp. Thus good obedient ſon⸗ 
nes, haue boꝛne away their paren⸗ 
tes — 9 | 

ll, 2 
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be ſolitarye, howe religious, howe 
mocking,howe munkyng, J wolde 
ſaye,ſo euer they be. O ye woll laye 
this to my charge, that Monachus 
and Solitcrius, ſiguifpeth all one. J 
graunte this to be fo, pet theſe be ſo 
ſolitarie, that they be not alone, but 
accompanyed with great flockes of 
fraternities . And J meruaple, vt 
there be not a greatte ſoꝛte of byl⸗ 
ſhoppes and pꝛelates, that are bꝛe⸗ 
therne germayne vnto theſe,and as 
a great ſoꝛt, ſo euen as ryght bozne, 
and wozldes chylderne by as good 

tytle as they. | 
¶ But bicauſe J can not ſpeake of 
all, whan J ſaye pꝛelates, J vnder⸗ 
ſtande byſhops,abbattes,pzyours, 
archedeacons, deanes, and other, ot 
ſuche ſozte, that are nowe called to 
this couocation, as J ſe, to intreate 
hereof nothynge but of ſuche mat⸗ 
ters, 
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|  fers,, as bothe appertapne to the f 
glozie of Chaiſte, and to the welthe | 
of the people of Englande. Whiche | 
thynge J pꝛaye god they do as er- 1 
neltly,as they ought to do. But it is 0 
to be fered, leſt as lyght hath many 6 
her childzen here ſo the woꝛlde hath if 
ſente ſome of his whelpes hyther, | 
Amonges the which J know, there wenne © | 
can be no concozde no2 vnitie, albeit 21379 9 |! 
they be in one place, in one congre- e 
gation, J knowe there can be no a- gude 
greinct betwene theſe two, as longe 
as they haue myndes ſo bnlike and 
ſo contrarie affections, iugementes 
ſo vtterly dyuerſe in all poyntes. 

But yf the chyldꝛen of this wozlde 

be eyther mo in nobze, 02 moꝛe pꝛu⸗ 

dent than the childzen of light, what 

than auayleth vs to haue this con- 

uocation : Had it not ben better. we 

had not ben called togyther at all? | 
C. ii. Foz 
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F03as the chyld:en of this woꝛlde 
beeuyll ſoo they bꝛede and bꝛynge 
fozth thinges euyll, and yet there be 
mo of theym in all places, o2 at the 
leeſt they be moze politike, than the 
chyldꝛen of light in their generatt- 
on. And here ſpeahe of the gene⸗ 
ration. wherby they doo engender, 
and not of that, wherby they are en 
gendꝛed, bycauſe it ſhuld be to long 
to intreate, howe the chyldꝛen of 
Iyght are ingendꝛed, and how they 
come in at the dooꝛe: and howe the 
childzen of the wozld be engendzed, 
and come in an other way. Dow be 
hit, J thynke all vou that be here, 
were not ingendꝛed after one gene- 
ration nepther that ye all came by 
your pꝛomotions after one maner. 
God graunte, that pe, engendered 
woꝛldlp, do not ingender wozldly ; 
Ind as nowe J moche paſſe — 
f ow 
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| how ye 3 = mom oꝛ by what 
meanes ye were pꝛomoted to thole | 
dignities,that ye nowe occupye, ſo | 
it be honeſt, good, and pꝛokitable, | 
that ye in this your Conſultation | 
Hall do, and ingendze . The ende | 
of your Conuocation, ſhall ſhewe l 
what ye haue done: the fruite that | 
ſhall come of your cõſultation, (hall [ 
ſhewe, what generation ye be of, | 
Foz what haue ye done hytherto Þ [ 
pꝛaye you, theſe. vit.yeres and mo! 
what haue pe ingendꝛed!: what haue 
ye bzought foꝛthe 7 what fruite is 
come of your long and great aſſem⸗ 
ble: What one thynge,that the peo⸗ 
ple of England hath ben the better 
of an heare: oꝛ you your ſelues, ey⸗ 
ther moꝛe accepted befoꝛe God, oꝛ 
better diſcharged towarde the peo- 
ple, committed vnto your cure: Fo2 
Gn people is better lerned and 
C.ilii. taught 


— . ecuwuutet ca. 
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taught now then they were in tyme 
paſte, to whether of thele ought we 
to attribute it, to your induſttie, 62 
to the pꝛouidence of God, and the 
fo:e ſeinge of the kynges grace! 

Oughte we to thanke you, oz the 
kynges highnes! vohether ſturred 
other fy:ſte. you the kynge, that ye 
myght pꝛeache, oꝛ he you, by his 
letters, that ye ſhulde pꝛeache ofter? 
Js it bnknowen thynke you, howe 
bothe ye and your curates were in 
maner by violence info:ced to let 
bookes to be made by you, but by 
pꝛophane ⁊ lav perſons, to let them, 
J ſap, be ſolde abꝛode, and redde fo 
the inſtruction of the people? J am 
bolde with you, but J ſpeake latyn, 
and not englyſſhe, to the clergie,not 
to the laitte, I ſpeake to you beinge 
pꝛeſent, and not behynde your bac⸗ 
zes. God is my wytnes, J lpeake, 
what 


— — — — — — 
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what ſo euer is ſpoken, of the good | 
wyll that J beare you, God ts my | 
wytnes, whiche knoweth my hart | 
compelleth me to ſaye,that J (aye. ll. 
¶ Nowe J pꝛape you, a God his | 
name, what dydde pou ſo great fa⸗ | 
thers, ſo many, ſo longe a ſeaſon, [ 
ſo ofte aſſembled togyther⸗ vohas 


wente you aboute⸗ what wolde you l 
haue bꝛought to paſſe, two thynges | 
taken away: The one, that ye ( whi⸗ | 
che J herd) burned a deed man: the 
other, that ye ( whiche J felte) went 
aboute to burne one beinge alyue, 
hym, bycauſe he dyd, J can not tell 
howe, tn his teſtament withſtande 
your p:ofyte : in other poyntes, as 
J haue harde, a'veray good man, 
repozted to be of an honeſte Iyfe, 
whyle he lyued, full of good wo2- 
kes, good bothe to the clergie, and 
alſo to the lattie, this other, whiche 
| C. vb. truelp 
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trewly neuer hurte any of you, pe 
wolde haue raked in the coles, by- 
cauſe he wolde not ſublſcribe to cer- 
tayne articles, that toke awaye the 
ſupꝛemetie of the kynge. Take a- 
waye thele two noble actes, and 
there is nothynge els lefte, that ye 
went aboute, that J knowe, ſauyng 
that, J nowe remembze, that ſom- 
what ye attempted agayvnſt Eral- 
mus, all be it as yet, nothynge is 
come to lyght. 

¶ re haue ofte ſytte in conſulta- 
tion, but what haue pe doneẽ ye haue 
had many thynges in deliberation, 
but what one is put foꝛth, wherby 
eyther Chile is moꝛe gloafied,oz 
els Chirfits people made moꝛe ho- 
lver J appele to your owne con- 
ſcience. Howe chaunced this: howe 
came this thus: bycauſe there were 
no chyldꝛen ol lyght, no chyldꝛen of 
god 
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god amonges you, whiche ſettynge | | 
the wozlde at nought, wolde ſtudye | 
to illuſtrate the glozye of god, and „ 
therby ſhewe theym lelkes chyldꝛen 1 
of iyght ? I thynke not Co, certain⸗ | 
ly I thinkenot ſo. God fo2byd,that ö 
all you, whiche were gathered to⸗ 1 
gyther, vnder the pꝛetenſe of lyght | 
ſhulde be chylderne of the wozlde, ö 
Than why happened this: why 7 l 
pꝛay you: Perchaunce epther by- 
caule,the chylderne of the wozlde, 
were mo in noumbꝛe, in this youre 
congregation, as it oft happeneth, 
oꝛ at the leeſt of moze policie, than 
the chyldꝛen of lyght in their gene⸗ 
ration. Wherby it might very lone 
be bꝛought to paſſe that thoſe were | 
moche moze ſtronger, in gendꝛyng 
the euyll, than theſe in pzoducynge 
good. The childerne of lyght haue cyytaerne } 
policie, but it is !pke the polycie pf od cg 
| the 
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the ſerpent, and is ioyned with dou⸗ 
uyſſhe ſymplicitie. They ingend2e 
nothyng but ſimply, faythfully,and 
plapnly, euen ſo doing all that they 
do. And therkoꝛ they may with moe 
facilitie be combzed in they; ingen⸗ 
dꝛyng, and be the moꝛe redy, to take 
iniuries. But the chyld:en of this 
woꝛlde, haue wozldlp policie fetely 
crafte, lyonlyke crueltie, power to 
do hurte, moze then eyther aſpis oz 
baſtiiſcus, ingend2ynge and doing 
a! thynges, fraudulently, deceyt⸗ 
fully, gylcfully . whiche as Mem⸗ 
b:othes and ſuche ſturdy and ſtoute 
hunters, being full of ſumulation a 
diſſimulation, befoze the lozde. de⸗ 
cepue the chyldꝛen of Iyght, # com- 
be theym eaſely. Hunters go not 
koꝛth in euery mans ſpght, but do 
they: affaires cloſely, and with vſe 
of gyle and deceyte, ware euery day 
moe 


— 
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moze craftier than other, The chyl⸗ 
dꝛen of this wozlde be lyke crafty | 
hunters they be milnamed childzen | 
of lyghte, foz as moche as they lo 1 
hate lyghte, and ſo ſtudy to do, the t 
wozkes of darknes. Jf they were | 
the chyldꝛen of Iyght, they wold not | 
loue darknes. Jt is no meruaple, 
that they go aboute to kepe other in | 
darknes, ſeinge they be in darknes, | 
from top to toe ouerwhelmed with 
darknes, darker tha is the darknes 
of hell. voherfoze it is well done in 
all ozders of men, but in eſpeciall in 
the o2der of pꝛelates, to put a diffe- 
rence betwene childꝛen of light, and 
chyldzen of the wozld, bicaule great 
deceyte aryſeth in takynge the one 
fo: the other. Gꝛeat impoſture com⸗ 
meth, when they that the common 
people take foz the lyght go aboute | 
to take the ſonne and the lyght = | 
0 
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of the woꝛlde. But thele be eaſyly 
Kknowen, bothe by the dyuerlitie of 
myndes, and alſo their armours. 
Fo: where as the chyldꝛen of lyght 
ar thus minded that they ſeke their 
aduerſaries helthe welthe and pꝛo⸗ 
fyte, with loſſe of their owne com⸗ 
modities, and ofte tymes with ieo⸗ 
perdie of their lyfe, The childzen of 
the wozlde, contrary wiſe, haue ſu⸗ 
che ſtomakes, that they woll loner 
le them deed, that doth them good, 
than ſuſteyne any loſſe of tempoꝛal 
thinges. The armure of the childꝛẽ 
ok light, are firſt the woꝛde of god, 
whiche they euer ſette fo:the, and 

with al diligence put it abꝛode, that 

as moche as in them lyeth, it maye 
binge fozthe iruite : after this, pa- 
cience and payer, with the whiche 
in all adyerſities the lozde comfo2= 
teth them. Other thinges they caz 
mitte 
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mitte to god, vnto whom they leue 
all reuengemente. The armure of 
the chyldꝛen of the woꝛlde, are ſom⸗ 
tyme fraudes and deceytes, ſom⸗ 
tyme lyes and money: By the kyꝛſt, 
they make they: dꝛeames, theyꝛ tra⸗ 
ditions:by the ſecond, they ſtabliſhe 
and confirme they: dꝛemes, be they 
ueuer ſo abſurde, neuer ſo agaynſt 
lcriptute, honeſtpe, reaſon. And pk 
any man reſyſte theym, euen with 
theſe weapons they pꝛocure to flee 
hym. Thus they boughte Chaiſtis 
deathe, the veray lyght it ſelfe : and 
obſcured hym after his deth. Thus 
they bye euery daye the chyldꝛen of 
Iyght, and obſcure them and (hall 
ſo do, vntyl the woꝛld be at an ende. 
So that it may be euer true, that 
Chꝛiſte ſayd, The chylderne of the 
woꝛlde be wyſer. ac. 


¶ Theſe woꝛldlynges pull wm 
| the 


' 


Armure of | | 
worldes | 
chyldrews {| 
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the lyuely fayth, and full confidence 
that men haue in Chꝛiſte, and lette 
vp an other fayth, an other conft- 
dence of theyz owne makynge: the 
chyldꝛen of lyght contrary. Thele 
wozldelpnges lette lyttell by ſuche 
wozkes, as god hath pꝛepared foz 
our ſaluation, but they ertoll tra- 
ditions and wozkes of they? owne 
muention: the chylderne of lyghte 
contrary. The wozldlynges,if they 
ſpye p2ofyte, gaynes, lucre, in any 
thynge, be it neuer ſuche a tryfle,be 
it neuer ſo pernicious, they pzeache 
it to the people if they pꝛeache at a⸗ 
ny tyme: and theſe thinges they de⸗ 
kende with tothe and nayle. They 
can ſcarſe diſalowe the abuſes of 
theſe, all be it they be intollerable, 
leſt in diſalowynge the abuſe, they 
loſe parte of theyz pꝛofite. The chil- 


dzen ot the lyght, coutrarye put all 
thynges 


— 
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thinges in their degre, beft highelk, 
nerte, next the woꝛſte loweſt. They 
extoll thynges neceſſarie, chʒiſtian, 
and cõmaunded of god. They pull 
downe wylwozkes feyned by men, 
and put them in their place. The az 
buſes of all thynge they erneſtly re⸗ 
buke. But yet theſe thynges be ſo 
done on bothe partyes, and ſo they 
bothe do gendze, that childzen of the 
woꝛlde ſhewe them ſelfe wyſer than 
the childzen of lyght, and that frau⸗ 
des and deceytes, Iyes. and money, 
ſeme euermoze to haue the vpper 
hande. J hold my peace, J woll not 
ſav, how fatte feaſtes and ioly ban⸗ 
kettes be ioly inſtrumentes, to ſette 
fo:the wozldely matters withall. 

Neyther the chyldꝛen of the wozlde, 
be onely wyler, than the chyldꝛen of 
lyght, but are alſo ſome of thein, a- 


monge them lelfe,moche wiſer then 
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the other in they: generation. Fo? 
all be it as touchynge the ende, the 
generation of them all, is one: pet 
in this ſame generation, lomme of 
them haue moze craftily tngendzed, 
than the other of their felowes. Foz 
what a thynge was that, that ones 
euery hundꝛed pere, was bꝛought 
fo:th in Rome, of the chylderne of 
this woꝛlde, and with howe moche 
polycie it was made, ye harde at 
Daules croſſe, in the begynnyng of 
the laſt pliamẽt. How ſome b2ought 
foꝛth Canontzatiõs ſome Expecta⸗ 
tios,ſome pluralities, and vnions, 
ſome tot quottes, and diſpenſatios, 
ſome pardons, theſe of wonderful 
varietie, ſome Stationaries, ſome 
Jubllaryes, ſome Pocularpes fo 
dꝛinkers ſome manuaries foꝛ hand 
lers of reliques, ſome pedaries foz 
pilgrimes, ſome „ 

ers: 
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fers: ſome ok theiningendzed one, | 
ſome other ſuche ketutes. and euery | 
one in that he was delyuered of, 
was excellent. politike, wyſe, yea ſo 1 
wile.that with their wiſedome they 
had almooſte made all the wozlde | 
| Fooles . But yet they that begoite | 
and bꝛought koꝛth, that our old an⸗ | 
tient purgatoze pycke pourie,that [ 
that was [waged and cooled with | 
; Afranciſcanscowle , put vppon g The col. 
deted mans backe to the fourth part tac, we 
bl his lynnes, that that was vtter- 51s; 
Iꝓ;᷑ũ ſto be ſpoyled, and of none other, —— 
but ot our moſt pꝛudent loꝛde pope, 
and of hym as okte as hym lyſted: 
that ſatisfactoꝛie that myſſall that 
ſcalarie: they, J ſay, that were the | 
wWiſe kathers and genitcurs of this | 
| purgatoꝛie, were in my mynde, the 
wpſeſt of all their generation: and 
ſo karre paſſe bothe the chyldꝛen of 
D. ii. ioght 
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lyght, and alſo the reſt of their com 
pany, that they bothe are but foles, 
if pe compare them with thele. 
¶ It was a pleaſaunt fiction, and 
from the begynnynge ſo pꝛokitable 
to the feyners of it, that almoſte, Þ 
dare boldly ſay, there hath bene no 
emperour, thathath gottẽ moze by 
tares and tallages of theym that 
were alpue, than theſe the very and 
right begotten ſonnes of the wozld 
gotte by deed mennes tributes and 
gyktes. 
CL If chere be ſome in Englande, 
that wold this lweting of the wozld 
to be with no leſſe policie kept ſtyll, 
tha it was boꝛne and bꝛought fozth 
in Rome, who tha can accuſe Chʒiſt 
of lyenge⸗ No no, as it hath ben e⸗ 
uer true, ſo it ſhall be, that the chil⸗ 
dꝛen of the wozlde, be moch wyſer, 
not only in makyng their thinges, 
| ut 
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but alſo in conſeruing them. J wot | 
not what it is, but ſomewhat it is, 
J wotte, that ſomme men be ſo loth | 
to ſe the abuſe of thts monſter, pur⸗ | 
gato:te, whiche abuſe is moze than 
abhominable. Is who ſhulde laye, | 
there is none abuſe in it, oz elles as | 
thoughe there canne be none tn it. 
They map ſeeme hartily to loue the [| 
olde thynge, that thus erneſtly en- | 
deuoure theym to reſtaure hym his 
olde name. They wolde not lette 
an heare by the name but foz the 
thynge. They be not ſo ignozaunt 
(noo they be craftye) but that they 
knowe, yf the name come ageyne, 
the thynge woll come after. Ther- 
by it aryſeth, that ſome men make 
they: crakes, that they, maugre of 
all mens hecdes, haue founde pur- 
gatoꝛie. J can not tel, what is foũd. 
This, to pꝛaye foz deed folkes, this 
D. ili. is 
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is not founde,fo2 it was neuer loſt. 
Howe can that be founde that was 
not loſte? O ſubtyl finders, that can 
fynde thynges (and god wolle) ere 
they be loſte. Foz that coulyſſhe de⸗ 
L-ucrance, their ſcalarie lolynges, 
their popall ſpoliations, and other 
ſuche their figmentes, they can not 
kynde, they can not kunde. No thele 
be lo loſt, as they them ſelfes grat, 
that though they ſeke chepm neuer 
lo diligentip, vet they Cal not finde 
them excepte perchance, they hope 
to ſe them come in ageyn with their 
names. And that then monepe ga- 
therynge may returne ageyne, and 
deceite walke aboute the countrep, 
and ſo ſtablyſhe theyꝛ kyngedome 
in all kyngedomes. But to what 
ende this chidyng betwene the chil⸗ 
dꝛen of the woꝛlde and the chyldꝛen 
1 bghte, wol come, onely he kno⸗ 
weth, 
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weth, that ones ſhall tudge theym 
bothe. 

¶ Nowe to make haaſte, and to 
come ſomwhat nygher the ende, go 
ye to good bꝛotherne, and fathers, 
fo:theloucof god, go pe to, aud le⸗ 
inge we are here aſſembled, let vs 
do ſome thynge, wherby we may be 
knowen to be the chyldꝛen of lyght. 
Let vs do ſomme what, leſte we, 
whiche hytherto haue ben tudged 
chyldꝛen of the wozlbe, leine euen 
ſtyll to be ſo. All men call vs pꝛe- 
lates, than ſeinge we be in coun⸗ 
ſell, let vs ſo ozder our ſelfes, that 
as we be pꝛelates in honour and di- 
gnitie, ſo we may be pꝛelates in ho- 
lynes, beneuolence, diligence, and 
ſynceritie. All men knowe, that we 
be here gatherd, and with moit fer- 
uent deſy:e they anheale, bꝛeathe, 
and gape fo; the fruite of our con⸗ 
D. iili. uoca⸗ 
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uocation, As our actes ſhall be, fo 
they ſhall name vs, ſo that nowe 
it lyeth in vs, whether we woll be 
called chylderne of the wozlde , oz 
chylderne of lyght. 
¶ Wherfoꝛe lyfte vp your heades 
bꝛotherne # loke aboute with your 
eyes, ſpye what thinges are to be re⸗ 
fozined in the churche of Englande, 
Is it ſo harde, is it ſo great a mat⸗ 
ter foz you, to ſe many abuſes in 
the clergye, many in the laytye⸗ 
What is done in the arches: No⸗ 
thynge to be amended e vohat doo 
they there: Do they euermoꝛe rydde 
the peoples buſynes and matters. 
02 combze and ruffle they « Boo 
they euermoꝛe cozrecte vyce, oz elles 
defende it, ſomtime being wel co:re- 
cted in other places ow many ſen⸗ 
tences be gyuen there in tyme, as 
they ought to bez It men ſay od. 
| owe 


| byſſhop Latimer. | 


howe many without bzybes: Oz if syn20ps 
all thinges be well done there, what 
do men in byſhoppes conſiſtoꝛpes: 
Shall you ofter ſe the punyſſhe- 
mentes aſſigned by the lawes exe⸗ 
cuted, oz elles money redemptions 
| vſedinthey: ſtede - 
C Howe thynke you by the Cere- — 
monies, that are in Englande, ofte 
times with no litle offence of weake "1 
conſciences, contempned :moze ofs 
tener with ſuperſtition loo defyled, 
and ſoo depꝛaued, that you maye 
doubte, whether it were better, ſome | 
of them to tarye ſtyll, oꝛ vtterly to | 
take them away: Haue not our foze | 
fathers complapned of the nombze | 
of ceremonies of the ſuperſtition, | 
and eſtimatton of them: 


| 
| 


¶ Do yeſe nothynge in our holy wolyere 
dayes? of the which very fewe were | 
made at the fy:ſte, and they to ſette 
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fo:th goodnes vertue and honeſtie. 

But ſythens in ſome places, ther is 
neyther meane no2 meaſure in ma⸗ 

kynge newe holy dapes: as who 

ſhulde laye, this one thynge is ſer⸗ 

uynge of god, to make this lawe, 
pots that no man may woꝛke. But what 
Webe o- doth the people on theſe Holydayes? 
- Do they gyue them ſelfe to godly- 
nes, 0: cls vngodlynes! Se pe no⸗ 
thynge bꝛotherne: t you ſe not, yet 

god ſeeth. God teeth all the hole ho⸗ 

ly dayes, to be ſpeute miſerably, in 
dꝛonkennes, in gloſſynge, in ſtryke, 

in enuy, in daunſynge, dycyng, idel⸗ 

nes and glottony. Ke ſeeth all this, 

and thꝛeteneth punyſhement koz it. 

He ſeeth it, whiche neyther is decey⸗ 

ued in ſeinge, noꝛ deceyueth when 

he thꝛeteneth. Thus men ſerue the 

dyuell, fo2 god is not thus ſerued, 

all be it ye ſaye,ye lerue god. No, the 

dyuel 
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dyuell hath moꝛe ſeruice done bnto 
him on one holy day, than on many 
woꝛkynge dayes . Lette all thele a⸗ 
buſes be compted as nothyng, who 
is he that is not loꝛʒp, to ſe in lo ma- 
ny holy days, riche and welthy per⸗ 
ſons to flowe in delicates and men 
that lyue by their trauaylle, pooze 
men, to lacke neceſlarie meate and 
dunke foꝛ their wwues, and theyz 
chylderne, and that they can not la⸗ > 
bout vpon the holy dayes, ercepte 
they woll be cited and bꝛoug ht be⸗ 
foꝛe our officials? were it nat the of- 
fice of good pꝛelates, to conſult vp⸗ 
pon theſe matters and to ſeke ſame 
remedy fo: them! Ye ſhal ſe my bꝛo⸗ 
tyerne, ye ſhall ſee ones, what woll 
come of this our wynkynge. 
¶ what thynke pe of theſe images 3mages: 
that are had moze than they: fclo- 
wes in reputation; that are goone 
| vnto 


| 
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bnto, with ſuche labour and wery- 
nes of the bodye, frequented with 
ſuche our coſte, ſought out and vy⸗ 
ſited with ſuche confidence? What 
ſap ye by theſe images, that ate ſoo 
famous,ſo noble, foo noted, beinge 
of them ſo many and ſo dyuers in 
Englande⸗ Doo you thynke, that 
this pꝛeferrynge of picture to pyc⸗ 
ture, image to image, is the righte 
ble, and not rather the abuſe of y- 
mages: But you woll ſaye to me, 
Why make pe all theſe interrogati⸗ 
ons ? And why in theſe youre de- 
maundes doo you lette and with- 
dꝛaw the good deuotion of the peo⸗ 
ple? Be not al thinges well doone, 
that are doone with good intente, 
whan they be pꝛofitable to vs: Do 
ſurely Couetouſnes bothe thinketh 
and ſpeketh. Were it not better foꝛ 
vs, moꝛe fo: eſtimation, moꝛe 9 
02 
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fo: men in our places, to cut awape 
a piece of this oure p2ofptte, tf we 
wyll nat cutte awaye all, thanne to 
wpnke at ſuche vngodlyneſſe, and 
ſo longe to winke fo2 a lyttell lucre, 
ſpectally if it be vngodlyneſle, and 
alſo ſeme vnto you vngodlynes : 
(Theſe be two thinges, ſo oft to ſeke retites of 
mere images, & ſometyme to viſite res. 
the relikes of laintes. And pet as in 
thole, there may be moche vngod- 
lynes committed, lo there may here 
ſome luperſtition be hydde, ik that 
ſometime we chice to viſite pigges 
bones, in ſtede of layntes reliques, 
as in tyme paſt it hath chaunced) J 
had almoſte layde) in Englande. 
Than this is to great a blyndenes, 
a darkeneſſe to ſenſyble, that theſe 
ſhuld be ſo commended in ſermons, 
of ſomme men and pꝛeached, to be 
done after ſuche maner, as hong 
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they coude not be euyll done, which 
not withſtandynge are luche, that 
neyther god noꝛ man commandeth 
them to be done. No rather, men cõ 
manded them eyther not to be done 
at all, oz els moꝛe ſlowIper and ſel⸗ 
domer to be done: fo: as moche as 
our auncetours made this conſty⸗ 
tution, 
q we commaunde the prieſtes, that they oft 
admony ſhe the people, and in eſpeciall wo- 
men, that they make no vowes , but after 
longe deliberation, cõſent of their huſ ban- 
des, and counſell of the prieſte. 
¶ The church of England in time 
vaſt made this conſtitution. What 
lawe they, that made this decree ? 
They lawe the intollerable abuſes 
of mages. They ſawe the peryls, 
that myght enſue, ot goinge on pil- 
gremage. They lawe, the ſuperſty- 
tious difference that men made be⸗ 
twene 
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'  twene image and image. Surely 
ſomwhat they ſawe. 
¶ The cõſtitution is ſo made that 
in maner it taketh awaye all luche | 
pylgremages. Foz it ſo plucketh a⸗ 
waye the abuſe of them, that it lea⸗ 
ueth eyther none, oz els ſeldome vle 
of them. Foz they that reſtreyne ma⸗ 
kynge vowes, fo: goynge of pyl⸗ 
remage, reſtreyn alſo pilgremage. 
einge that foz the moſte parte it 
is ſene, that few go on pilgremage, 
but vowemakers, and ſuche as by 
pꝛompſe bynde them lelfe to goo, 
And whan, J pꝛaye you ſhulde a 
mans wife go on pilgremage if ſhe 
went not, befo2e ſhe had well deba⸗ 
ted the matter with her ſelf, and ob⸗ 
teined the conſent of her huſbande, 
beinge a wyſe man, and were alſo 
coũſelled by a lerned pꝛieſt ſo todo? 
Whan ſhuld ſhe go farre of, to theſe 
| famous 
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famous images: Foꝛ this the com⸗ 
mon people of Englande thynke 
to be goinge on pilgremage, to go 
to ſomme deed and notable image 
out of towne, that is to ſaye farre 
from they: houle, 

¶ Nowe if your fozefathers made 
this conſtitution, and yet thereby 
dydde nothynge, the abuſes euery 
day moze and moze encreaſed what 
is left foꝛ you to do⸗Bꝛotherne and 
fathers, ik ye pourpoſe to do any 
thynge, what chulde ye ſooner do, 
than take vtterly awape, theſe de- 
ceyttull and iuglyng images:02 els 
ik ye knowe any other meane,to put 
awaye abuſes, to ſhewe it, if ye in⸗ 
tende to remoue abuſes. Me thinke 
it ſhulde be gratefull and pleaſant 
to you, to marke the erneſt mynde 
of pour fozefathers, X to loke vpon 
their delpze where they ſay in — — 
CONT 
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conſtitution, we commaunde you, and 
not, we counſell you. Bowe haue we 
ben ſo longe a colde, ſo longe flacke 
in ſettynge foꝛth ſo holſome a pꝛe⸗ 
cepte of the churche of Englande, 
where we be lo hote in all thynges, 
that haue auy gaynes in them, all 
be it they be neyther commaunded 
vs, noz yet gyuen vs by counſell : 
} as though we had leauer the abuſe 
of thynges ſhulde tary ſtyll, than 

it taken awaye, loſe out pꝛokyte. 
¶ Co lette paſſe the ſolempne and 
nocturnal bacchanals the pꝛeſcript 
mpy2:acles, that are done vpon cer- 
tayne dayes in the weſte parte of 
Englande, who hath not harde, # 
thynke, pe haue harde, of ſayncte 
Bleſis harte, whiche is at Mal - 
uerne, and of ſaynct Algars bones, 
how longe they deluded the people? 
Jam afrapyde, to the loſſe of many 
E ſowles. 
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lowles. herby men may wel con⸗ 
iecture, that all aboute in this re- 
alme, there ts plentie of fuche tug- 
lynge deceptes. And yet hytherto'ye 
haue ſought no temedy. But euyn 
ſtyll the myſerable people is (uffe- 
red, to take the falſe myzacles fo? 
the true, and to lye ſtyll a ſlepe in all 
kynde of ſuperſtption. God haue 
mercy bpon bs. 


watrimo⸗ ¶ Laſte of all, howe thynke yon of 
| "re  matrimonte? Js all weft here?! Vohat 


of bapttſime : Shall we euermoze 
in miniſtring of it,ſpekelarine, and 
not englyſhe tathet chat the people 
may knowe what is layd and done? 


| Xe vu, U What thynke pe of thele maſfe 
tes repre- pꝛieſtes. a of the maſſes them ſelfe- 
| | | revercce of What ſape yer Be ali thynges here 

tze waſe ſo without abuſes, that nothynge 


18 nor di⸗ 


mined, ought to be amended : Tour kozeta⸗ 
this 


byſſ hop Latimer. 


ſtzßis conſtitution, againſt the vena⸗ 

ilttie and lale of Maſſes, that vnder 

f peine of ſuſpending, no pꝛieſt ſhuld 

N ſell his layinge of tricẽnals, oz an⸗ 

nals. what lawe they, that made 

this conſtitutiõ: What pꝛiſtes ſawe 

| they: what maner of maſſes [awe 

they, trowe pe! But at the laſt, what 

| became ot ſoo good a conſtitution? 
God haue mercy vpon vs, 

¶ If there be nothing to be amen⸗ 

ded abꝛode, concernynge the holle, 

lette euery one ot vs make one bet⸗ 

ter. It there be neyther abzode no2 

at home any thinge to be amended, 

and red:eſſed, My loꝛdes, be ye of 

good chere, be mery:and at the leaſt 

bycauſe we haue nothyng cls to do, 

lette vs reaſon the mattier how we 

map be rycher. Let vs fall to ſome 

pleaſant communication: after let 

vs goo home, euen as good as we 

Cilh, came 


1 


| 


. Petr. +, 


Matt. 24. 


| Luc.1z, 


— — 


The Sermon of 
came hyther, that is right begotten 


chyldꝛen of the wozlde, and vtterly 


wozldlynges , Ind whyle we lyue 
here, let vs all make bon chere. Foz 
after this lyfe, there is lmalle plea- 
ſure, lyttell myzthe foz vs to hoope 
fo:, if nowe there be nothynge to be 
chaunged in our facions. Lette vs 
ſay, not as S. eter dyd, Our ende 
appꝛocheth nighe, this is an heupe 
herynge: but let vs ſay, as the euill 
ſeruaunt ſayde, It woll be long ere 
my maiſter come. This is plealant. 
Let vs beate our felowes. Lette vs 
cate and dꝛynke with dzonkerdes, 

Surelp, as ofte as we do not take 
away the abuſe of thynges, ſo ofte, 
we beate our felowes. As oft as we 
gyue not the people their true fode, 
ſo oft we beate our felowes. As oft 
as we let them dye in ſuperſtition, 
lo olte we beate them. Tobeſhozr, 
as 


— 


byſſhop Latimer. 
as ofte as we blynde, leade theym 
blynde,ſo oft we beate and greuou⸗ 
ſly ſtryke our felowes. vohanne we 
walter in pleſures and idelnes, thã 
we eate and dꝛynke with dꝛunkar⸗ 
des. But God wyll come, God wyl 
come, he woll not tarye long away. 
He woll come vpon ſuche a day, as 
we nothynge loke fo hym: and at 
ſuche houre, as we knowe not. Be 
woll come, and cutte vs in pyeces. 
He woll rewarde vs, as he doth the 
hypocrites. He woll ſette vs where 
wapling ſhalbe my bzothern, where 
gnaſtyng of tethe ſhall be my bꝛo⸗ 
therne. And let here be the ende of 
our tragedie, if ve woll. Thele be 
the delycate dyſſhes, pꝛepared foz 
woꝛldes well be loued chyldren. 
Theſe be the wafers and tokettes, 
pꝛouided fo2 wozldly pꝛelates, way- 
lyngeand gnaßhynge of teethe. Can 
there 


The Sermon of 

there be any mirth where thele two 
courſes, laſte al the feaſte⸗Hete we 
lawghe, there we ſhall wepe. Our 
teeth make mery here, euer daſhing 
in delicates, there we ſhall be tozne 
with teeth,# do nothing but gnaſhe 
and grynde our owne . To whatte 
ende haue we nowe excelled other 
in policies What haue we bzoughte 
fo:th at thelaſte* 

Yeſe bꝛothern, what ſoꝛow, what 
punpſhement is pꝛouyded fo2 you, 
yt pe be woꝛldlynges. If ye wol not 
thus be vexed, be not pe the chyl⸗ 
derne of the woꝛlde. If ye woll not 
be the chyldꝛen of the wozlde, be not 
ſtryken with the loue of wozldelye 
thynges, leane not vpon them. It 
pe woll not dye eternally, lyue not 
woꝛldly. Come, go to my bꝛothers, 
goo to, J ſaye agayne, and ones a⸗ 
gayne, go to, leaue the loue of your 

pꝛokpte, 


8 byflhop Latimer. 

o ' yofite,ſtudy fo2 the glozie and pꝛo⸗ 
e kyte of Chziſte ſeke in pour conſul⸗ 
* tations, ſuche thynges as pertayne 
g to Chꝛiſt, and dzing fozth at the laſt, 
e ſomwhat, that may pleaſe Chaiſte, 
bi Fede ye tenderly with all diligence, 
© , theflockeof Chꝛiſt. Pꝛeache truely 
C | the wozde of god, Loue the lyght, 
C | walke in the lyght: and ſo be pe the 

chyldzen of lyght, whyle ye are in 
4 this woꝛld that ye may ſhyne in the 
wonꝛld, that is to come, bꝛight as the 
; ſonne, with the father, the ſonne, x 
the holy gooſt, to whom be all ho⸗ 
nour and gloꝛzie. Amen. 


¶ Impꝛinted at London by Tho⸗ 
mas Berthelet, painter to the kin⸗ 
ges grace. The yere from the 
byꝛthe of Chziſt. 1537. the 
23. ot Nouember, 


Cum priuilegio, 
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